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Kapsularni obraz thymu

The thymus is derived from the pharyngeal pouch. In relationship with other
lymphatic organs, it takes a central, superordinate place. In a histological
cross-section, the infantile thymus is seemingly built of lobes. Each lobule
consists of a cortex(M (stained blue-violet), which is rich in lymphocytes, and
the medulla (stained lighter and reddish) with lower cell density [@. Vascu-
larized connective tissue3,d fills the spaces between lobules. It also pushes
into the organ, up to the border between cortex and medulla, forming septa
(trabeculae). Meshworks of reticulum cells (epithelial reticulum cells, lym-
phoepichelial organ), not fibers, form the supportive structures for cortex and
medulla. The reticular cells have arisen from entodermal epithelium. Small
lymphocytes (T-lymphocytes) predominate underneath the cortex. The me-
dulla contains mostly lymphoblasts, lymphocytes and epithelial reticulum
cells. The thymus also contains mast cells, macrophages and interdigitating
dendritic cells. The literature often describes six different types of epithelial
cells. Lymph follicles with germinal centers do not exist in the thymus.

1 Cortex

2 Medulla

3 Blood vessels

4 Connective tissue

Stain: alum hemataoxylin-eosin; magnification: x 10

Higher magnification of a thymus lobule with heavily stained cortex [0 and
lighter stained medulla @. Mature T-lymphocytes are densely packed in the
cortex. They are much less dense in the medulla. On the right, the figure
shows the vascularized connective tissue capsule G (cf. Fig.314). The me-
dulla contains Hassall corpuscles @ (see Figs. 316, 317).

1 Cortex

2 Medulla

3 Capsule

4 Hassall corpusdes (bodies)

Stain: alum hematoxylin-eosin; magnification: x 80
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